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occupied by armed guards. In some opening
words he spoke of the evil intentions of the
League; he went on to explain the immediate
danger to the city, for which the remedy must
needs be short and sharp. Then turning his eyes
on Vaillac, he declared that his fidelity was sus-
pected, and that he must forthwith place the
Chateau Trompette in loyal hands. Vaillac
quailed, but protested and pleaded his honour.
Matignon silenced the speaker, demanded obedi-
ence under threat of immediate execution in
presence of his garrison, disarmed him, delivered
him to the guards, and directed the mayor to
make known to the citizens of Bordeaux the pur-
poses of the King and his lieutenant-governor.
For some hours Vaillac still resisted, then made a
virtue of necessity, was handed back his sword,
and standing at the gate of the Chateau Trom-
pette directed his officers to come forth and take
their orders from the marshal. It only remained
for the mayor and jurats some days later to em-
body in writing a fervent declaration of their
loyalty to the King.

Thus the danger from the Leaguers within Bor-
deaux was averted. The movements of the
Huguenots throughout the province caused
anxiety from the opposite side. A month after
the seizure of the Chateau Trompette, Matignon
was absent at Agen, and had left the city underwerea-
